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WELCOME TO THE FOURTH EDITION 

We’ve received more contributions to this month’s edition of ‘The 

Pelhams’ than ever before, which has proved particularly helpful as 

many/most of our local events have been cancelled as we go to press. 

If we aren’t all under house arrest by the time you read this, why not 

consider taking on a Parish Council allotment? At least its fresh air and 

exercise and lovely countryside to enjoy.  

A big thank you this month to our youngest contributor Peggy – you 

will find her poem about rainbows a delight. Our potting shed 

correspondent is on fine form (as usual!) and there is a real success 

story from the airfield museum at Nuthampstead.  

Finally, please can we look out for our neighbours? Its humbling to see 

the generous help on offer on the two village Facebook pages, but can 

we also bear in mind that some of the more vulnerable residents might 

not be online. You can use the introduction card inside to introduce 

yourself, if you don’t know your neighbour very well but suspect they 

might appreciate some help. Thank you. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

Cover photo 

This set of views of Stocking Pelham was turned into a postcard at some point 

in the last sixty years. If you can add anything to its story (for example who 

created it) please get in touch. Furneux Pelham had a similar postcard (see 

below). This one was posted in the summer of 1922. 
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL? 

Send in details of your event if you would like it listed…. 

Thu 5th Cottontails Suspended 

Sun 5th Music recital* Postponed 

Mon 6th Community Morning Suspended 

Sat 18th Mencap fundraiser CANCELLED 

Sun 19th 
History Group 
meeting 

Suspended 

Sat 25th The Coffee Shop CANCELLED 

Sat 25th The Pelham Ball CANCELLED 
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Use your Village Halls 
 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

The village hall has good facilities for a wide variety of functions and 

activities. Capacity for approximately 80 people. 

Enquiries to Anna Shaw at anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk or on  

01279 777817 

 

Stocking Pelham Village Hall 

Renovated and perfect for parties of 60-80 people, for classes or 

meetings. 

Enquiries to Sarah Hutchins at sarahhutchins80@gmail.com or on 

01279 777326 

 

 

 

Forthcoming events – if COVID19 restrictions lifted 

Dates for your diary 

Friday 1st May POSTPONED 
Preschool Bingo Evening in Furneux Pelham Village Hall. Arrive at 
7.30pm for 8.00pm start. Tickets from Anna Shaw 01279 777817 or via 
anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk 

Friday 11th May 
A themed supper to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day to 
be held at Stocking Pelham Village Hall. 

Saturday 16th May 
Hormead Rogation Walk. More details next month. 

Sunday 7th June 
Isabel Hospice Furneux Pelham Walk. Start and finish at Furneux 
Pelham Village Hall. More details next month. 

Sunday 14th June 
Furneux Pelham School Fun Run. Details available from the school. 

  

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sarahhutchins80@gmail.com
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July Ramsey – an appreciation 

July Ramsey, a dear friend to Furneux Pelham, passed away on March 

5th 2020. For nearly 25 years she was a willing supporter and friend to 

many causes and activities in the village. Perhaps when we look back at 

her contribution we will start to realise the huge gap she leaves behind 

her.  

Shortly after coming to the village, July and Bob became founding 

members of the ‘Pelham Players’ drama group, giving memorable 

performances, notably at the Millennium Pageant and most recently in 

‘Memories’ in aid of Alzheimer’s Research.  

July’s contribution to the school was significant in many ways. For  

5 years she served as a Governor, becoming Chair of the Personnel 

Committee and a member of the Curriculum and Pupil Welfare 

Committee. July also volunteered in school, listening to pupils reading 

and helping at summers fairs and Christmas bazaars, once standing in 

for Santa’s elf. It was her idea that the Year six pupils place the school’s 

poppy wreath on the War Memorial each November. 

The Pelhams Preschool also benefited greatly from July’s support as 

both a Charity Trustee and Committee Secretary. She and Bob were 

enthusiastic sponsors and quiz masters for the annual fundraising Quiz.  

As a volunteer at the village Tuck Shop July was always delighted to see 

children whom she remembered from both school and preschool. She 

was also involved with Furneux Pelham Cricket Club. For many years 

she ran the Junior Cricket sessions on Monday evenings. Beyond 

Furneux Pelham she was a volunteer for the Isabel Hospice at the shop 

in Buntingford and following that at the day centre in Thorley. 

Back in Furneux Pelham July could always be relied upon to help with 

the Furneux Festival and Furneux Fayre whether as a judge of 

competitions or as a supplier of cakes and bakes for the Cake Stall and 

Pelham Deli. One of her last contributions to village life was the 

foundation of The Brewery Tap Book Club. Her article about it was the 

first item submitted to this new community magazine, which she also 

helped to deliver. 

Thank you July 

Karen Drew and Stephen Bratt  
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Little Hadham bypass road works update 

A120 Hadham Road 

There will be traffic light controlled road works between 10.00am and 

3.00pm near the new roundabout site for a period of 6 weeks starting on 

30th March. 

Albury to Little Hadham road 

This will be closed between 9.30am and 4.00pm for a period of one 

month starting on 27th April. 

For more information please see www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass. 

 

Coronavirus Good Neighbour scheme 

During the current Coronavirus epidemic, please think about your 

neighbours. Can you help with their shopping; collecting prescriptions; 

making contact to keep spirits up? If you can please do so. 

This introduction card can be used if you do not know your neighbours. 

  

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass
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Old car in Stocking Pelham 

This photo was taken 

in 1930 outside the 

late lamented Cock 

pub and is of a 

Morris Oxford 

‘Bullnose’ of about 

1925/6 vintage. 

The driver was a Mr 

George Johnson of 

Ware accompanied 

by his father Mr 

William Johnson.  

Why they were there and why the photo was taken is a complete mystery!  

Supplied by David Bailey 

Poem 

by Peggy, aged 8 from Furneux Pelham School 

Rainbow, Rainbow in the sky 
Looking so beautiful and don’t ask why 
There are seven amazing colours to see 
Purple is the favourite for me 

Rainbow, Rainbow in the sky 
Looking so beautiful I happily sigh 
You appear with the sun after rain 
Making the world colourful again 

Rainbow, Rainbow in the sky 
Looking so beautiful you make my heart fly 
There are many legends that have been told 
So let’s go and find that pot of gold! 
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

April 2020 
 

In the light of the HM Government's announcement introducing new measures to 
slow down the spread of COVID-19, all Sunday and weekday worship services 
have been suspended for the time being, as have all other events organised by the 
Church.  
 

However, this doesn't mean no church but it does mean church in a different way! 
If you wish to receive regular reflections, the Sunday bible readings and thoughts 
around the reading, and other news from the church, please email me 
vicar@braughing.org.uk or telephone 01920 823532 and I will include your name 
on the mailing list. 
 

During this challenging time, I will be representing the local worshipping 
community by continuing to regularly worship and pray in all the churches in the 
Benefice. 
 

Remember that St Mary's Church, Furneux Pelham will be open during daylight 
hours and you are welcome to spend time in this church.  Additionally, there is a 
prayer tree in the church where you can write and leave your prayers. 
 

For those of you who pray please do. You may like to use this prayer – 
 

Lord Jesus,  
In the midst of a storm, 
You said, 'Peace be still'. 
Help our anxious fears subside, 
Sustain your church in faith, hope and love, 
Protect those who are nursing and caring for the sick, 
Bring our nation through this tumult, 
Give wisdom to those with heavy responsibilities, 
And healing and hope to those who are infected. 
In Jesus' name.  AMEN  
 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a Benefice 
of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing.  
 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823532 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD  
 

 

mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 
 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant  (Please contact Malcolm 
Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 
 

Church Cleaning at Furneux Pelham 
 

Our church cleaning is done once a week by a rather small group of people, 
each taking on the task, now once every 5 weeks. 
 

One of this group would like to leave, so if there is anyone in the village who 
would like join us that would be wonderful, as the more people that we have on 
the rota the duties come round less often. 
 

Please contact me either by phone,  01279 777 328 or email, 
janet@thebirches.net and I will be pleased to give you more details about what 
it involves. 

 

Salvation Army Recycling Bank 

The recycling bank in the car park adjacent to the 

village hall has been emptied several times over 

recent months. The Salvation Army reports that the 

donations have been very useful. Please keep up the 

good work and recycle your unwanted textiles. This 

reduces landfill and provides items for re-use 

elsewhere. As a result, the village has received £25 

so far as a contribution to community projects. 

Thank you, Furneux Pelham Parish Council  

mailto:janet@thebirches.net
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Quiz night report 
Thank you to all of you who came to the quiz night on February 29th, as it 

made a wonderful £1085.00. 

This will go toward the fund for the church’s replacement roof. 

Many of you have made lovely comments about the evening and the food, so 

here is the recipe of what we gave you, and I hope you enjoy cooking and 

eating it. 

Chicken noodles. 

For 4 people. 

2 chicken breasts  2 sheets of “Sharwoods” fine egg noodles 

2 tblsp veg oil   4 tblsp hoisin sauce 

2 tblsp soya sauce  2 tblsp rice vinegar 

½ tblsp minced garlic  1 red pepper sliced 

1 green pepper sliced  ½ onion sliced 

½ cup cashews   3 thinly sliced spring onion. 

Cut the chicken into small cubes and cook in a little oil and put to one side. 

Cook the noodles as instruction on pack. When cooked cut up. 

Cook the peppers and onion in a little oil till lightly cooked, add the garlic, 

cook for one minute then add hoisin and soya sauce and rice vinegar, stir. 

Combine chicken, noodles, peppers etc and cashews. Heat through and serve 

with the spring onions scattered on top. 
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St. Mary the Virgin, Furneux Pelham 
It’s now eight months since the lead on the church roof was stolen.  Thank you to 

villagers and friends for your enquiries and concerns about the length of time it is 

taking to replace the roof.  Here is a brief update. 

Immediately after the theft, the roof was covered with a waterproof membrane to 

protect the building. Generally, this has worked but there are a few minor leaks 

and a larger leak above the Vestry.  These leaks have resulted in lime plaster 

damage internally and recent strong winds and rain have not helped. 

For any change to roofing material on a listed church building, various approvals 

have to be sought.  These include approvals from the St Albans Diocese, Historic 

England, consultation with The Church Commissioners, The Society for the 

Preservation of Ancient Buildings and East Hertfordshire Planning Authority.  All 

these bodies have their views which have to be taken into consideration before we 

can finalise plans and submit the necessary applications. 

The church architect works with these organisations in consultation with the 

Church PCC, to find the best roofing material to preserve the building for future 

generations. Their preference is for lead because it is supple and can be shaped to 

fit buildings that are irregular compared to modern buildings. However, we have 

listened to the comments of those in our village and agree that the risk of another 

theft if we replace with lead is too high.  Additionally, lead is an extremely costly 

option and not financially viable. 

Therefore, the architect is currently investigating tiles, slates and some other 

solutions. However, it’s not straightforward, for example the pitch on the Nave 

could accommodate slates whereas the pitch on the North and South Aisles and 

the Chapel are only 10% - far too shallow for slates. Thus, the investigation 

continues to find a solution acceptable to the organisations that must approve the 

work and yet be within our financial capability. 

The PCC and Pelham Church Restoration Trust (known as the ‘Friends’) are most 

grateful to all who have donated funds or supported fundraising events.  Currently, 

£40,000 approximately has been donated / raised which is brilliant! Please do 

continue to donate/support fundraising events.  We have approached and are 

asking larger grant giving organisations for a donation towards the cost.  So far we 

have had no success but we remain hopeful. 

Thank you for your patience and please be assured that we are working with focus 

and urgency on this essential project to protect the church.   

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector, St Mary’s Church &  

Malcolm Ewen, Parochial Church Council and the ‘Friends’ 
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Springtime in Furneux Pelham 

 

Look out for daffodils welcoming you to 

Furneux Pelham.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank 

you to Linda and Bob Gale for planting 

them around the village last autumn on 

behalf of Furneux Pelham Parish 

Council 
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Furneux Pelham 

 
What’s on in your Village Hall 

 

in April 

 
Mondays  Exercise class (contact 07796 531071) 

   7.30pm to 8.30pm 

 

Monday 6th  Community Morning 

   10.30am to 11.45am 

 

Tuesdays  Table tennis 

 

   7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 

Thursday 2nd  Cottontails (parent & little ones group) 

   9.30am to 11.30am 

 

Fridays  Table tennis 

   11.30am to 1.30pm 

 

   Tuck Shop 

   3.15pm to 4.30pm 

 

If you would like to book your own event in the Village Hall please 

contact Anna Shaw on 01279 777817 or at  

anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Note:  

Our village postmistress Christine will not be opening the Post Office 

until further notice. Following the closure of the shop in Braughing the 

nearest Post Offices to our two Pelhams are in Standon and Clavering. 

  

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
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Braughing Women’s Institute 

Braughing Women’s Institute welcomed members from Furneux Pelham W.I. 

in the late 1990’s when their W.I closed through lack of members. In 

November 2003 Pat James became President, followed by Jane Reeves in 

2005, both from Furneaux Pelham. Braughing W.I has remained active and we 

always welcome new members.  

The programme for this year includes: 

• April   History of Hatfield House   

• May   Annual Meeting 

• June  How to look after your Spine  

• July   Preserving our Summer  

• August   Strawberry Tea    

• September Bodyguard to Prince William  

• October  Exploring Rural Hertfordshire.   

• November  Life Experiences.  

All meetings take place on the third Thursday of each month in Braughing 

Church Hall, 7.30 pm with refreshments and a raffle. Outings are also 
arranged during the year.   

Secretary: Kate Fish, 01920 822397 

Weather report 

February’s weather can be very different year to year. 

This year, the highest day time temperature was 13c where as last year on 

Feb 25, 26 and 27 it was 20c on each of these days, very warm for that 

time of year. 

The lowest this year was -5c on the night of 5th Feb and in 2019 on Jan 

30, only one day before Feb was -9c. 

Although we have had quite a lot of rain, 61.9mm, little compared to some 

parts of the country, last year we had just 17.5mm. 

Since my own records began in 1990, the extreme rainfall has been Feb 

2001 110mm and in 1997 3.7mm. 

Janet Birch  
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Nuthampstead Airfield Museum 

It’s been all hands-on deck for the past few Saturdays as volunteers for 

the Museum have been busily preparing for the re-opening on Sunday 

April 12th. 

Situated behind The Woodman pub in Nuthampstead the museum is 

dedicated to the USAF 55th fighter group and the 398th Heavy 

bombardment group who were stationed there during WW II. 

The numerous displays consist of uniforms donated by veterans and 

their families plus many interesting artefacts of which a great deal have 

been found on the old airfield even pieces of bombs and a V2 rocket. 

Entry is free, though donations are gratefully 

received, you can be sure of a warm welcome 

from volunteers who will talk on the history of 

Nuthampstead, living conditions, plus missions 

and of course describing ‘The Friendly Invasion.’  

Originally two buildings a third Nissan hut has 

been added late last year thanks to veteran Leo 

Croce who after a visit together with his 

daughter and son in law was so impressed 

made a large donation. He flew 35 missions from the base returning 

safely to the USA where he lived to his nineties 

sadly passing recently. 

A Museum spokesman said: ‘We are really 

excited that this year we have more display 

space along with new items we are also 

planning to recreate living conditions on the 

base plus our star exhibit, a wing from a B17 

that crashed there, is now properly on display.’  

Open the second and last Sunday from April to 

September. 
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Furneux Pelham History Group – The Calverts of Furneux 

Pelham 

The first traceable Felix Calvert died in 1674, leaving his wife ‘the gray 

rugg on the bed that I lie beneath’ and ‘all the wood in the yard’, but his 

son, also Felix, bought the Hall in Furneux Pelham in 1677 with part of 

the fortune that he had made by collecting excise tax on behalf of the 

impoverished monarch Charles II. The Calvert family invested their 

newfound wealth in property, insurance and brewing, and by 1800 

owned two breweries in London.  

A later Felix, suffering from a mental illness, but joint owner of what had 

become the largest brewery in the world, evaded the manservant 

employed to look after him and took refuge in a Chelsea coffee shop, 

enjoying a hearty meal and writing letters in a private room before 

taking his own life, after carefully paying his bill for the two mutton 

chops he had consumed.  

His son Nicholson married Frances Pery, daughter of Lord Pery, former 

speaker of the Irish House of Commons. They were confidants of the 

Prince of Wales, later King William IV.  

Their son General Felix Calvert, commanded troops at Waterloo. He 

was succeeded by his younger brother, Edmond Sexten Pery Calvert, 

who was a director of the London and Birmingham Railway and the 

Crystal Palace, built for the 1851 Great Exhibition.  

In 1858, this opulent bubble burst as their brewery went into 

administration. Many of the family properties were sold and Edmond 

and his wife moved back into the Hall. On Edmond’s death, his wife 

commissioned William Morris’s company to create a window in the 

church, overlooking the vault in which twenty seven family members 

were laid to rest between 1725 and 1863.  

The final Felix Calvert preferred the country life to smart London society 

and lived quietly at the Hall, entertaining the village cricket club and the 

wives of estate workers to tea, and presenting all families expecting 

their first child with a christening shawl. He died unmarried in 1910 and 

commemorated in the church by a stained glass window depicting  

‘The Good Samaritan’.  
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Brief Summary of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 

The February meeting of the Stocking Pelham Parish Council was held 

on Wednesday 19th at the village hall, all councillors were in 

attendance with Clerk Riikka Berthoud taking the minutes. 

The previous minutes were agreed and signed, there were no members 

of the public in attendance to raise matters of concern. 

Cllr. Balham gave an update on playground equipment quote and grant 

funding. Cllr. Brown also gave updates on grant funding and will 

investigate sourcing playground equipment directly rather than via a 

specialist provider. 

Cllr. Balham is to talk with mothers at the Pre-school while  

Cllr. Hutchins will produce flyers and collect signatures to show support 

liaising with Sarah Hutchins on a Sub-committee. 

Cllr. Horn reported that East Herts Council are investigating the high 

fence by the pub and will rectify the situation. A pothole repair 

adjacent to Cockswood has been carried out and Cllr. Horn also filed to 

have the drain unblocked. 

Cllr. Lucas and Cllr. Berthoud reported that the developer was applying 

to have the Section 106 agreement on The Cock Inn site removed. This 

was adamantly opposed by all councillors and it was unanimously 

agreed to send a strong letter on behalf of SPPC plus individual 

objections. 

It was agreed to renew the loan facility secured by SPPC for the 

possible purchase of The Cock Inn and that the amount to offer needs 

to be considered. 

It was unanimously agreed to accept Riikka Berthoud’s generous offer 

of her Honorarium be paid directly to Stocking Pelham cricket club. 

Full details of the minutes and other business can be viewed on the 

Parish Council website - www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

This month I would like to offer your readers a guide to garden pests.     

The observant may notice that I have left out the ubiquitous slugs, 

snails, muntjac and greenfly as hints on how to deal with these can be 

found in any gardening book or website. 

Your potting shed Correspondent has a more niche list, which, 

although they have a positive side, by and large are destructive 

nuisances. 

There are no known deterrents for any of these pests. 

1. Teenage grandchildren.    Identified easily by the whistling of 
the football as it narrowly misses your head and instead 
decapitates your delphiniums.   Why can’t they play on their 
phones like every other teenager? 

2. The telephone.   Generally rings when you are up to your ears in 
compost, the caller wanting details of your Amazon Prime 
account.  No known deterrent but lobbing the phone into a 
bucket of water brings temporary satisfaction. 

3. Gardening friends who give you roots of acanthus or Jerusalem 
artichokes.       These friends may move house, emigrate or even 
give up gardening.    But         roots of the above will stay with 
you for ever and ever and ever. 

4. Small Child.    The only family member small enough to climb 
under the strawberry netting and eat all the fruit.  Possible 
solution:  leave the netting off so the blackbirds get there first. 

5. Hedge clipper.   A rare pest, this one.   Doesn’t appear very 
often but when it does it cuts everything in its path to knee 
height, shaping it carefully to look like a pork pie.   Beware, also, 
it’s junior cousin, the secateurs, which have similar tendencies. 

6. My sister.   A great gardener.   Gives me lots of cuttings to 
nurture which I forget and leave outside on  frosty nights.   I am 
now unable to invite Sister to my house ever again as she will 
want to see how the cuttings are coming on and I don’t want to 



 

19 

confess as she will almost certainly sigh ‘oh really’ at me, and  
make me feel about 6 years old. 

7. The Hoe.     In the hands of a skilled operative this can be an 
excellent piece of equipment.    Otherwise it is a weapon of 
mass destruction, uprooting anything in its path, leaving behind 
ruined plants and an untouched abundance of weeds.  
Furthermore, prolonged use can exacerbate tennis elbow, 
cause blisters on the hands and overall ill temper.   A dangerous 
item. 

Enjoy Spring! 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

Stansted Racing Pigeon Club came to Furneux Pelham 

On the 21st February the Stansted Racing Pigeon Club came to Furneux 

Pelham, they were celebrating their annual dinner and prizegiving, this 

year at The Brewery Tap. 

32 members and guests attended coming from various places such as 

Cambridge, Buntingford, Henham, Bishops Stortford and of course 

Furneux Pelham. They enjoyed an excellent 3 course meal followed by the 

presentation of trophies for races won throughout the year. The race points 

spanned from a distance of 100 miles, e.g. Poole in Dorset, and 

culminated in a 600 mile race from Tarbes in France. The racing season 

starts in mid-April and finishes in mid-September.    

Everyone said how much they had 

enjoyed the evening and food and 

thanks was expressed to Lucy 

Bonner and the chef in the Tap for 

coping so well with the numbers.  A 

bouquet was presented to the 

secretary of the club, Gloria Marler 

from Buntingford with thanks for her 

hard work throughout the year. 

Annette McAllister 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council – Summary of 
meeting on 5th March 2020 

Key points from the meeting were: 
 

1. Request for speed indicator device (SID) in Barleycroft End:- 
Herts County Council (HCC) prioritises the purchase of these by 
first conducting a covert trial, which will now be requested. 

2. A villager has raised a complaint against East Herts Council for 
failing to enforce planning conditions on the pallet yard. The 
process is still ongoing. 

3. The Parish Council has taken legal advice and the options for 
residents affected by the condition of Whitebarns Lane are: 
(a) for tenants of Clarion to raise a formal complaint against 
their landlord and if unsatisfied with the response to pursue this 
through the Housing Ombudsman; and  
(b) for residents to form a limited company and raise funds 
among themselves to repair the Lane.  

4. The Parish Council has applied for a small number of free 
saplings offered by a local company to offset their carbon 
footprint. One site for planting has been identified so far. 
Additional saplings may be available later. 

5. The proposed car rally in July will now be reversed and run from 
Little Hormead to Braughing.  

6. The lease of the allotments for a further seven years is now 
being prepared. Several plots are vacant, please contact Andy 
on 07850 141924. 

7. Re-painting of road markings will be requested from HCC as 
part of the ‘spruce up the village’ campaign. There has been no 
response so far to our request for replacement or repair of 
missing road signs. 

8. There is a vacancy on the Parish Council which can now be 
filled by co-option. Anyone interested can get further details 
from the Parish Clerk. 

 
Subject to the current restrictions in place being lifted, the next 
scheduled meeting of Furneux Pelham Parish Council will be on 
Thursday 14th May at 8.00pm in Furneux Pelham Village Hall. 
Preceding this will be the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm. Meetings 
are open to all village residents. Please see Parish Council 
noticeboards or the Council website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk for the 
agenda. 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 
 

One of the delights of a woodland walk on a sunny April day is the sweet 

scent wafting from the massed flowers of the English bluebell.  One of our 

best-loved wildflowers, with half of the world's population found in the UK, it 

is typically associated with ancient woodlands but can also occur at the base 

of long-established hedgerows.   

 

The narrow glossy leaves and flower spikes are produced from deeply rooted 

bulbs supported by specialised symbiotic fungi.  The flowers are a deep violet-

blue, but sometimes white or pink spikes occur.  The flowers are narrow, 

tubular-bell shaped, with tips that curl backwards, and the pollen is cream-

coloured. They are arranged on one side of a drooping stem.  After pollination 

by honeybees and other insects many green capsules form which will hold 

large numbers of ripe black seeds. The seeds are shaken from the capsules by 

breezes or by animals running through the woods.  

 

The introduced and invasive Spanish bluebell has broader leaves. Its pale 

blue, unscented flowers are arranged all around the upright stem and are 

more open revealing blue pollen.  Encouragingly, recent research has found 

that the native species has a genetic advantage due to the sheer weight of 

numbers and greater fertility and so should continue to thrive.  

 

Locations where it is possible to see carpets of bluebells include the 

Hertfordshire Way as it passes through Sidehill Wood and Mill Wood in Much 

Hadham and Howe Wood in Littlebury beside Strethall Road as it crosses over 

the M11 motorway.   

 

Several walks described on our website pass through woodlands.  Walk 

number 4 goes through a fine bluebell wood at Rickling whilst the longer walk 

20 visits Mill Wood. Details of woods or nature 

reserves to visit can be found on these 

websites: www.Uttlesford-Wildlife.org.uk and 

www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk. 

 

Tricia Moxey, Trustee 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 
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